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Prologue: 

Many in both the East and the West agree that nations and 
civilizations develop and prosper if a full accord between 
cultural evolution and developmental accomplishment 
takes place. In order to achieve development, inconsistency 
should not occur between these two main aspects, otherwise 
development is futile, inspiring no history, transforming 
no culture and surveying no vision. 

In the march of past and present nations and civilizations, 
women remain essential and the right hand to men, in all 
aspects of development, achievement and the advancement 
of civilization. The nature of women’s participation in the 
civilization process emanates from the ideology and cultural 
peculiarity of each society. For instance, women in the East 
are not identical to women in the West and they would 
never take on their image. Their differences are natural and 
result from their differences in faith and thought. Rational 
and fair people understand and realize this fact. 

Saudi women are no exception from other women. 
They live within a cultural system that derives its values 
and instructions from the Islamic sharia, and they use 
this sharia as a light in this life and the hereafter. For 
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this reason, Saudi women have not been immune from 
the suspicions of Westerners or Westernized persons who 
often try to impose a certain Western model on Saudi 
women’s lives. These suspicions have been high amid 
the recent events and developments that target any non - 
Western cultural aspect. 

This book includes reflections, ideas and thoughts about 
several issues surrounding Saudi women. The authors 
include Saudi women and fair-minded women from the 
United States, Britain, France and Japan. 

In addition to theoretical approaches, the book presents 
a field survey, which adopts a scientific methodology in 
research and questionnaires. The field survey covers a 
host of topics tackled in the theoretical part of the book. A 
group of Saudi women, who occupy prominent positions 
in the social structure, were involved in designing and 
carrying out this survey. 

The purpose of this book is to present Saudi women’s 
issues by Saudi women themselves. Their situation is also 
conveyed through voices of other women, but not through 
the writings of Saudi or other men who may presume to 
speak or write about Saudi women. 



The Publisher 
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Saudi Women’s Education: History, Reality 

and Challenges 

(Dr. Al-Jawhara Bubshait) 



Introduction: 

Historically women’s education in the territories now 
kn own as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has passed through 
several stages. In the pre-Islamic era, Arab society had 
not been concerned with any kind of systematic education 
for either males or females. At that time the transfer of 
experiences and skills from one generation to the next 
occurred through traditional social intermingling. 

Islam has strongly encouraged its followers of both 
sexes to seek education. At the same time Islam has 
elevated the position of ulema (Muslim scholars) and 
those seeking knowledge. Allah says in the holy Qur’an: 
“ God will rise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those 
of you who believe and who have been granted (mystic) 
Knowledge. And God is well-acquainted with all ye do. ” 
(58:11), and says: “ Those truly fear God, among His 
Servants, who have knowledge.'’’’ (35:28). Here the holy 
Qur’an addresses both men and women. 
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Despite the fact that there were not many official 
educational centers and institutions, Muslim society 
sought education in various places, the most important of 
which was mosques. Although efforts focused on male 
education, females, too, received significant attention in 
this regard. The Prophet’s wife Aisha narrated thousands 
of hadiths (sayings of Prophet Muhammad) that many 
scholars depend upon for establishing their jurisprudence 
views. Aisha herself had many jurisprudence views. 

This prosperous Islamic era was followed by a period of 
backwardness particularly in the central area of the Arabian 
Peninsula. Education and women were most affected by this 
backwardness. Poverty and hardship of life attributed greatly 
to the marginalization of the role of learning and also deprived 
women from engaging in the learning process. Despite the 
relative improvement of the situation following the call for 
reform by Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul Wahab in the mid- 1 8th 
century, the social traditions and tribal norms were too deeply 
rooted to be changed during the first phase of the reform call. 

The modem Saudi state emerged in the midst of this 
difficult situation and its leaders have required great 
wisdom to convince their own people of the importance of 
education. F ortunately the state has succeeded in that. In the 
following pages I will review the march of the educational 
process since that period until our present time. 

Pre-official Education 

In the past, Saudi girls, like boys, received their early 
education at unofficial schools called “batafeeb” where a 
lady or a group of ladies assigned a room in their homes 
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for teaching holy Qur ’ an, the basics of reading and writing, 
and the principles of mathematics. 

Citizens contributed funding for the monthly salaries 
of the teachers of these katateeb, although some teachers 
volunteered and didn’t accept any payment. These katateeb 
existed all over the Kingdom and in Makkah alone there 
were around 43 of them. 

At the same time, some parents taught their daughters 
the holy Qur’an and the basics of reading and writing 
at home. In addition, special areas were furnished near 
mosques for women to listen to Friday sermons and 
lessons delivered by preachers. 

At a later stage, a group of citizens upgraded these 
katateeb to become private schools. The girls’ private 
school in Makkah, established in 1942, was the first girls’ 
private school in Saudi Arabia. This school was established 
some 1 8 years before the establishment of the Presidency 
of Girls Education, which is the government department 
concerned with girls’ education. Between 1942 and 1950, 
a number of private schools were established around the 
Kingdom in Jeddah, Madinah, Taif, the eastern province 
and Riyadh. The katateeb and private schools received 
cash and other support from the ministry of education. 

These katateeb and private schools remained active 
until the end of the 1950s and the beginning of the 1960s, 
when official girls’ education in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia was established. Education historians believe 
that those early katateeb and private schools greatly 
contributed in providing educational opportunities for 
girls and equipped them with necessary experiences and 
skills that suited women’s nature and roles in society. 
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Saudi Women’s Education Faced Challenges: 

At its early beginnings, official education for Saudi 
woman faced many obstacles and challenges, which 
caused the delay of official women’s education for 30 
years after the establishment of the Saudi state. 

These obstacles were attributed to the social and economic 
conditions in the Arabian Peninsula, on one hand, and the 
customs and traditions that prevailed before the establishment 
of the Saudi state, on the other. The accumulation of wrong 
concepts and negative customs had encouraged many social 
forces to turn away from the idea of modern official education 
for women. This had limited educational opportunities for 
women at the same time as males’ official education received 
wide social acceptance and, consequently, schools were 
opened in every city and village. 

To solve this social obstacle and convince citizens of 
the importance of females’ education, the government 
adopted a step-by-step policy. It encouraged the media, 
in particular, the press, to discuss the issue and also 
convinced public opinion leaders to adopt the issue and 
explain it to the public. 

The government succeeded in provoking lively 
discussion. Many questions were raised about the 
legitimacy of education for females from an Islamic point 
of view, its social and economic benefits, what sciences 
women should leam, and up until what stage females 
should be allowed to continue their education. Newspapers 
began interviewing ulema (Muslim scholars), notables, 
opinion leaders and intellectuals to discuss the issue and 
answer queries from the public. 
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Despite the difference in opinions about how profitable 
education was for women, there was nearly a consensus 
that education for women is an Islamic duty as well as 
a government responsibility that should be fulfilled, 
especially when material support and social justification 
for it were readily available. 

These efforts led to the diminishing of social resistance 
to women’s education and, to the contrary, society became 
a strong supporter for women’s education. The Saudi 
government began to strongly support women’s education 
and encouraged citizens to demand excellent education for 
women. In fact, cities and villages began to compete with 
each other in their efforts to build more girls’ schools. 

In 1959 a Royal Decree was issued stipulating the 
opening of government girls schools in the Kingdom. The 
Decree noted that this move was taken in accordance to 
the wish of ulema (Muslim scholars) and that the objective 
of girls’ education was to teach the holy Qur’an, Islamic 
subjects, and sciences that run in harmony with the 
Islamic teachings like house management and children’s 
upbringing. 

The Royal Decree underlined that this type of education 
would not be a gateway for any changes to the Islamic 
faith or values and it would cause no harm to youngsters’ 
morals or social traditions. 

The Royal Decree, moreover, formed a commission 
made up of Muslim scholars who reported to the Grand 
Mufti of the Kingdom, in order to supervise these schools, 
prepare their programs and monitor their performance. 
The Decree stipulated that female teachers of good Islamic 
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faith should be selected to work in these schools. 

The Decree also stipulated that all private schools that 
had already been established in the Kingdom were to be 
under the new official education department. 

This Royal Decree has led to significant development 
of girls’ education in the Kingdom. This development 
started with the establishment of the Presidency of Girls 
Education in 1960. The Presidency recently merged with 
the ministry of education. 

The Foundation of Saudi Women’s Education: 

Saudi Arabia’s education policy derives its pillars 
from Islam. 

An educational policy document released in 1970 
identified a number of bases and principles that formed 
the general lines for boys and girls educational system in 
Saudi Arabia. The document underlined that among the key 
objectives of education is to help individuals know their 
God and religion; have people’s attitudes and behavior 
be in harmony with the Islamic sharia', meet society’s 
requirements; and achieve the objectives of the nation. 
The document, moreover, covers all educational aspects 
at different stages like plans, curricula, educational aids 
and administrative regulations. 

The education policy has set forth articles to identify 
the foundation upon which woman education was based. 
These can be summarized in the following points: 

1- Women’s education aims at the proper Islamic 
upbringing of a Saudi woman to enable her to 
perform her duties in life, to be a successful 
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housewife, an ideal wife, and a good mother. 
Women’s education also aims at qualifying a 
woman to perform jobs that match her instincts 
like teaching, nursing and medicine. 

2- The government will pay close attention to women’s 
education and provide necessary facilities to every 
school aged child and give girls opportunities in 
the types of education that suit her nature and meet 
the needs of the country. 

3 - Co-education is prohibited in all educational stages 
except in nurseries and kindergartens. 

4- Women’s educational process shall be carried 
out in an atmosphere of decency and shall be in 
accordance with the Islamic teachings. 



Development of Women’s Education in Saudi Arabia 
General Education: 

In 1960, the General Presidency for Girls Education 
(GPGE) started with the opening of 15 government 
girls’ schools. In 2003, the number of schools reached 
more than 13,000. While in 1960, the number of female 
students was only 5,000, by 2003 it had jumped to around 
3 million. These figures indicate the growing acceptance 
girls’ education has enjoyed in Saudi society in a relatively 
short period. Schools spread in all parts of the Kingdom 
and even in remote Bedouin areas. 

As some of these schools are far away from the GPGE 
headquarters in the capital Riyadh, administrative and 
supervision units were established near these schools to 
follow up, provide any help that the schools may need, 
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monitor the educational process at these schools, and 
execute the different programs and plans approved by the 
Presidency. 

The holy Qur’an has an especially important place 
in the Saudi education policy. Holy Qur’an teaching 
schools were opened covering all general education 
stages (primary, intermediate and secondary). Focus is 
given to the teaching of Qur’an sciences, interpretation 
and recitation in addition to hadith (Prophet Muhammad 
sayings) and general syllabi. 

In 1 972, the GPGE began the execution of a program for 
illiteracy eradication and adults’ education. Five illiteracy 
eradication schools were opened in Riyadh, Makkah, 
Jeddah and Dammam. Other similar schools were opened 
around the Kingdom. The illiteracy rate among women in 
Saudi Arabia declined significantly from 87.5 percent to 
only 27 percent by 2003. 

When the Kingdom won the UNESCO’s prestigious 
Noma Award for literacy in 1998, it crowned GPGE’s 
illiteracy eradication efforts. At the Arab level, these 
efforts were also appreciated when the Arab League 
Educational and Cultural Organization (ALESCO) granted 
the Kingdom a literacy award for the year 1998. 

In addition, Saudi Arabia’s educational policy has paid 
attention to the disabled and students with special needs 
by preparing certain strategies and plans designed for this 
category of pupils. 

In 1964, the first two special education institutes for 
girls were established in Riyadh, one of them for the blind 
and the other for the deaf. The ministry of education has 
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been supervising this type of education for both sexes. 
Since 1994, supervision for girls’ special education was 
assigned to the GPGE. Currently there are more than 25 
special education institutes in Saudi Arabia. 

Private education was the nucleus of education in the 
Kingdom. It continued to develop until the number of 
private schools reached more than 1,000 with 118,860 
female students at different stages from kindergarten to 
secondary level, according to recent reports. 



University Education: 

There are a number of institutions that offer university 
education for Saudi women. The GPGE itself has several 
colleges that offer university education in different 
specializations. 

One of the priorities of the GPGE was to prepare 
qualified female teachers. In the same year the Presidency 
was established, the first female teachers’ intermediate 
institute opened in Makkah. Other similar institutes 
opened until the number reached 29 in 1975, at which 
time the opening of this kind of institute was halted. 
These institutes were upgraded to secondary teachers’ 
institutes in 1975, and more new institutes opened until 
their number reached 168. They were later transformed 
either to general secondary schools or female teacher’s 
intermediate colleges. 

The GPGE aimed to establish intennediate colleges, 
in order to qualify female teachers to take the job of 
teaching at primary and intermediate stages. The number 
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of intermediate colleges reached 36. These colleges were 
later upgraded to university level educational colleges that 
granted bachelor degrees. The number of similar colleges 
exceeded 100 with more than 250,000 female students. 

Saudi universities offer various specializations for Saudi 
women. For instance, King Saud University received the 
first batch of female students in 1961 as part-time students 
at the arts and commerce colleges. The number of female 
students increased until they reached 20,655, according 
to 1995 statistics. The number of female students at King 
Abdulaziz University in Jeddah, which was initially 
opened as a private university, reached 20,388 according 
to the statistics of the same year. 

The Islamic university in Madinah, which was opened 
in 1961, admits female students for postgraduate studies 
only. The Riyadh-based Imam Mohammed bin Saud 
Islamic University, opened in 1974, and by 1995 the 
number of female students at this university reached 
around 7,606. 

The number of female students at King Faisal University 
in Ahsa and Dammam reached 7,671 in 1995, while the 
number reached 9,355 in the Makkah-based Um Al-Qura 
University. 

In Taiba University in Madinah, which was once a 
branch of King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah and was 
officially opened in 2002, the number of female students 
reached 2,475, while in Taif University, which is a new 
university, the number stood at 5 ,227 . In Qassim University, 
which was once a branch of King Saud University and 
was officially opened as university in 1994, the number of 
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female students is 966. 

When the number of secondary school graduates began 
to increase the higher education institutions were unable 
to absorb the growing number of graduates. As a result 
women began to look at other professions outside the 
fields of education and medicine, and community colleges 
opened to meet their needs. 

The first female community college was opened in 
Tabuk in the year 2000. More than 20 community colleges 
were later opened in different parts of the Kingdom. 
These colleges aim at meeting the requirements of the 
labor market. Duration of study at these colleges ranges 
from two to three years. In 2005, female students at these 
community colleges reached 6,882. 

Health education for girls began in 1961 when the first 
two girls’ health institutes were opened in Riyadh and 
Jeddah. Soon similar institutes opened in other parts of 
the Kingdom and today there are more than 30 of these 
institutes. With the major development of the health care 
sector in the Kingdom and the need for highly qualified 
cadres, the ministry of health opened a number of girl’s 
health colleges in 1995. By 2005, the number of these 
colleges reached more than 20 with 2,998 students. 

In addition to these institutions, Saudi women 
are admitted to the state-owned Institute of Public 
Administration (IPA). In 2005, the number of females 
registered at the institute reached more than 500. More 
than 1,355 Saudi female students are reported to be 
studying at private colleges in the year 2005. 



28 



Woman in Saudi Arabia 
Cross - Cultural Views 



Postgraduate Studies: 

The PGE began postgraduate studies at the Girl’s 
College of Education in Riyadh in 1976. By 2005, more 
than 4,000 Saudi female students were registered for 
postgraduate studies programs. 



Conclusion: 

As we have seen, the education of Saudi woman has 
passed through significant stages of developments. Despite the 
attention given to it, the education of Saudi women still faces a 
number of challenges, the most important of them are: 

• Increasing population growth and greater numbers 
of young women who are seeking institutions of 
higher education. 

• Few females specialize in scientific fields, where 
there are job vacancies in the Kingdom, while 
there is unemployment among females graduating 
with theoretical specializations. 

• There is a lack of female academic and 
administrative cadres capable of managing the 
required changes needed at the present time. 

Despite this, the experience of women’s education 
in Saudi Arabia is a distinguished one and reflects the 
comprehensive development of Saudi woman. 

The growth rate of girls’ education is high. At the same 
time, education now enjoys a decent environment that 
meets a woman’s objectives and ambitions. Education 
enables her to perform her duties and shoulder her 
responsibilities as daughter, wife, mother and good citizen 
who serves her society and takes part in the realization of 
the objectives of the country’s development plans. 
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Single-Sex Education in Saudi Arabia 

(Ruqaya Al-Aloola) 



Introduction: 

Scholars, thinkers and ordinary people agree that there 
are significant, instinct differences between males and 
females. Many social scientists and educationalists also 
agree that the type of education that boys and girls receive 
should be based on the role that each one of them will 
perform in society. This type of education, moreover, 
should match the instinctive differences between the 
two sexes. Thus Saudi Arabia is a unique experiment in 
women’s education in which the two sexes are totally 
separated at schools and universities. 

The Royal Order for establishing schools in Saudi 
Arabia, which was issued in 1959, has underlined the 
independence of girls’ education. Article (155) of the 
Education Policy in Kingdom stipulates, “banning the 
mix between boys and girls at all education stages except 
in kindergartens and nurseries.” This peculiarity has made 
the development of female education remarkable although 
it began some 35 years after the start of males’ education. 
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Saudi families began registering their daughters at 
public schools in cities, villages and hamlets. The door 
was soon opened for girls to pursue their postgraduate 
studies. Statistics trace the quantitative development of 
government primary, intermediate and secondary schools 
since the first Saudi government school was opened and 
until the beginning of the new millennium. In 1961, for 
example, the number of primary schools was only 15, 
with 5,180 students and 113 female teachers. By 2001, the 
number of schools reached 5,453, with 968,969 students 
and 78,651 teachers. 

There were only five intermediate schools in 1963, 
with 235 students, and the same teachers who taught in 
primary schools taught the older girls. In 2002, the number 
of schools jumped to 2,439, with 454,041 students and 
36,883 female teachers. 

In 1963, there was only one girls’ secondary school 
in Saudi Arabia with 21 students and no teachers (the 
intermediate schools teachers were used to teach in 
secondary schools) . In 2002 , the number of girls ’ secondary 
schools reached 1,432, with 354,968 students and 26,668 
teachers. 



Pillars of Single-sex Education in Saudi Arabia: 

The quotation referred to earlier from the education 
policy document, which was issued in 1970 and which 
bans the mixing of the two sexes at public schools, has 
been a necessary option and a logical approach, which is 
based upon three main pillars: 
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1- The Religious Pillar: 

Islam, which is both a constitution and the system 
of life for Saudi Arabia, has placed men and women 
equal in honor. ( We have honored the sons of Adam) 
Islam also places equal human value between men and 
women in a fair way. It is not an absolute equality as 
absolute equality is not fair due to the difference in 
the nature and creation of each of them. Each party 
was assigned responsibilities and granted rights that 
suit him or her. Saudi Arabia’s separation between 
the sexes in education is neither a kind of racial 
segregation nor a segregation that violates equity in 
rights and responsibilities. It certainly does not aim to 
grant boys better educational opportunities than girls. 
It is a separation that is established on a religious pillar 
that is based on equity. 



2- Physiological and Psychological Differences Between 
Men and Women 

There are differences related to the creation of every 
man and woman and the role each was prepared for. This 
does not at all mean a kind of racial segregation between 
the two sexes. These differences are the ones that made 
the structure of a man, and not a woman, suitable for hard 
manual tasks. They also made the results of male students, 
in general, better in physics, chemistry, mathematics, 
geography and arts education, while female students are 
excellent in languages, biology and handicrafts. This 
makes it logical to propose the separation of the two sexes 
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in physics and mathematics classes in particular. 

Many studies that examined coeducation have proved 
that, as a result of their psychological and physical 
differences, teachers pay more attention to males in coed 
schools, boys show their knowledge of the subject they 
are studying, and they are the ones who often raise their 
voices during class. 

3- The Social Pillar 

Muslim society in Saudi Arabia is not alone in realizing 
the negative social and moral impacts of coeducation. A 
study conducted by a national teachers union in a Western 
country underlines the fact that coeducation has led to the 
spread of illegal pregnancies among young girls who were 
under the age of 16. The study also proves an increasing 
trend toward sexual crime rates, assaults against girls 
and abortion cases. The study, moreover, proves that 
aggressive behavior increases among girls who study in 
coeducational schools, which means girls were influenced 
by the behavior of boys. 

So Saudi Arabia’s policy of total separation of the two 
sexes , preserves girls ’ legal , psychological and social rights . 
They leam in a secured environment within a system that 
considers their peculiarities and takes into consideration 
their material, psychological and intellectual needs. This 
environment also helps guarantee that female employees 
can take their employment rights through the provision 
of genuine job opportunities that enable them to exercise 
their responsibilities and occupy leading positions. 

A separate work environment in Saudi Arabia gives 
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women the opportunity to get all leading positions in girls’ 
schools and the education supervision departments and 
at the same time share with men leading positions at the 
education departments. Even in the ministry headquarters, 
women occupy some leading jobs. They also occupy all 
leading positions at the girls’ colleges and men are not 
taking part in teaching jobs at these colleges except in 
limited cases and via the closed TV circuit. 

This means that women in the Kingdom have managed 
to get promotions in their field of work without competition 
from men. This has provided job and promotion 
opportunities which may not be available for women in 
countries that adopt a coeducational policy. 

Thus the experiment of girls’ education is a unique one 
as it is applied separately from males’ education. This 
policy does not run contrary to educational attainment, 
modern day requirements or the good performance of 
Saudi woman, who continue to proceed to the future with 
every confidence. 

Call for Single-sex Education in the West: 

To confirm that the Saudi experiment in single-sex 
education is a unique one and worth following, there 
are voices in the West beginning to call for ending 
coeducation there. This is happening in the West, which, 
for more than half a century, has been pursuing the policy 
of integration between the two sexes in schools. In the 
United States, this policy has been in place since 1774. 
Many individuals and organizations in the United States 
have become convinced that educating girls and boys in 
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separate schools produces better results. The decision 
taken by the Bush administration for supporting single- 
sex public education is an indication of a clear change 
in the process of educational policy in the United States. 
Sweet Briar College in the state of Virginia is proud that it 
is only for women. 

According to statistics published by the National 
Association for Single Sex Public Education (NASSPE) 
in the United States, in its Internet website, the number of 
schools that provide single-sex education, since October 
2007, has reached 363 schools/ 0 

At the official level, a certain conviction of giving 
communities more flexibility in offering additional 
choices to parents in the education of their children began 
taking shape. On October 24, 2006, Margaret Spellings, 
the U.S. Secretary of Education announced new single- 
sex education regulations, which recognized that some 
students leam better in a single sex class or school. These 
new regulations amend existing regulations that implement 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which 
prohibit sex discrimination in education programs or 
activities that receive federal funds. 

Dr. Leonard Sax, executive director of NASSPE, led 
a two-day workshop on the subject at the campus of 
Stetson University in DeLand, Florida, in May 2007. 
Researchers at Stetson University completed a three-year 
pilot project comparing single-sex classrooms with coed 
classrooms at Woodward Avenue Elementary School, a 
nearby neighborhood public school. Fourth grade students 

(1) www.singlesexschools.org 
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at Woodward were assigned either to single-sex or coed 
classrooms. All relevant parameters were matched: the 
class sizes were all the same, the demographics were the 
same, all teachers had the same training in what works 
and what doesn’t work, etc. Results of the FCAT (Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test) were astonishing. They 
were as follows: 

Boys in coed classes: 37 percent scored proficient 
Girls in coed classes: 59 percent scored proficient 
Girls in single-sex classes: 75 percent scored 
proficient 

Boys in single-sex classes: 86 percent scored 
proficient 

Another example that shows positive results of single- 
sex education, even in a Western environment that calls 
for coeducation, is a study by a group of researchers 
at Cambridge University. In June 2005, researchers at 
Cambridge University released results of a four-year 
study of gender differences in education. The researchers 
investigated hundreds of different schools, representing a 
wide variety of socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds, 
seeking to identify strategies , which improved performance 
of both girls and boys while narrowing the gender gap 
between girls and boys. These researchers found that the 
single-sex classroom format was remarkably effective at 
boosting boys’ performance particularly in English and 
foreign languages, as well as improving girls ’performance 
in math and science. (1) 



(1) ibid 
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At the same time, Christian scholars in the West have 
begun calling for single-sex education, highlighting its 
advantages compared with co-education. For instance, 
the Rev. C. John McCloskey presented a paper at the 
First Pan American Congress on Family and Education 
in Monterrey, Mexico, on May 23-26, 1994. He praised 
single-sex education and said: 

“I believe that coeducation has been and continues 
to be a serious mistake because it generally ignores the 
radical differences between men and women in their 
biology, physiology, psychology, and in their proper roles 
in contemporary society and the family .” (1) 

He urged further objective studies of the educational 
system. He noted that, from a personal viewpoint, he 
believes coeducation should begin at the onset of puberty 
(which occurs increasingly early in the U.S. due to 
nutritional factors) and continue through early adulthood 
(increasingly later due to what he refers to as “arrested 
adolescence” in the U.S.). 

He said in this context, “The sexes, therefore, should 
be educated separately from at least the age of 12 through 
high school, and serious thought should be given to single- 
sex education in the university.” 

McCloskey expects that in centuries to come coeducation 
will be seen as an aberrant social experiment in the twentieth 
century that was largely abandoned due to its documented 
negative effects on family, culture, and society. 



(1) http://www.catholicity.com/mccloskey/singlesexedu.html 
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Conclusion: 

The peculiarity of Saudi women’s education, which 
is single-sex education, is a transferable experience. 
It is clear, well defined and easy to apply. Single-sex 
education has opened the doors wide for Saudi females 
to excel in education and work. More and more educators 
around the world are beginning to be convinced of the 
benefits of single-sex education. But others fear being 
accused of backwardness, violating the spirit of modern 
life, or promoting gender discrimination, and that has 
made them too shy to speak out for single-sex schools 
or for an education for boys and girls that consider the 
characteristics of each sex. This is the reality of education 
in Saudi Arabia. 
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Moral Modernity Mirage in Coeducation 

(Cisse Maud) 

At the same time when Western civilization is 
consolidating its technological successes and its political 
control over the contemporary world, it assumes that its 
materialistic advancement also means moral advancement. 
This was based on the grounds that during the past 150 
years, Western man has been able to employ the speed 
factor for his interest: overcome the problem of distance, 
conquer space and send billions of data throughout the 
world by just pushing one button. But I do believe that 
Western morals have not succeeded in realizing similar 
development. 

Not content to precipitate its own downfall, the West 
looks in disdain at other societies and would not hesitate 
to impose its materialistic philosophy on the whole world, 
nor would it hesitate to scold whoever attempts to get free 
from this slavery. 

From this perception, it sees Islam and the Muslim 
world as the target, probably due to its jealousy of the 
exclusive loyalty Muslims hold for their religion and its 
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principles, in contrast to Christianity — the foundations 
of which were undermined by dint of laxity. The West 
denounces Islam, which is consistent in its faith, mission 
and accomplishments. The West also accuses Islam for its 
special religious and earthly intimacy as this represents 
a fortress that blocks the obscure Western attempts to 
intellectually and socially invade Muslims societies. 

Amid these developments, Saudi Arabia falls in 
the forefront of targeted Islamic societies. In the West, 
Saudi Arabia is viewed as a center of backwardness and 
a country that exploits women, a foe of democracy and 
personal rights. The Western media reflects nasty images 
about other societies to confirm the conviction of its 
citizens that their Western civilization is the best. The 
West should realize that admitting the existence of these 
different societies is an acknowledgment of the failure of 
the Western model and recognition that there is a strong 
resistance to this model. 

Despite the clarity of these facts, it is common to read 
and listen to what contradicts it. It is useful here to pick 
up one issue which is the most prominent aspect taken 
by the Western media as a negative attitude toward Saudi 
Arabia, especially its religion and values. It is the single- 
sex method of education applied in the Kingdom. 

Effects of Co-education Propaganda: 

In France, even today, when one passes by an old 
primary school building, it is not unusual to read over its 
door a signboard, sometimes covered by a new one and 
sometimes not covered by anything which reads: Boys 
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School or Girls School. Such signboards take us to a past 
that faded away from the daily French life. Even thinking 
about this past arouses the anger of many in today’s 
world. 

All are repeating the list of advantages of coeducation. 
“We could not imagine single-sex schools. This is 
something of the past. Leave boys alone and you will 
get harsh men with no kindness and compassion. Leave 
girls alone and you will get frivolous women who exhaust 
their energy in talks and non-ending plots. Coeducation 
opens the mind and removes differences between the 
two sexes, consolidates equity between the two sexes, 
encourages girls to compete with boys. Keeping boys 
and girls apart generates fear and disdain of the other and 
prevents communication between the two main parties of 
the society.” 

This trend can be seen in the Activity Report 2003 of the 
delegation to women’s rights and equality of opportunities 
between men and women and the mixing of the two sexes 
in Trance. The report says: 

“The progress of coeducation in schools in the 1960s 
and 1970s was coupled with an evolution in morals, a 
matter which is registered as an equality achievement 
between the sexes. As the mixing of the sexes is a necessary 
condition, it is insufficient for encouraging this equality. 
For this reason, co-education today gains large consensus 
in the French society. It is considered as a gain for most 
population segments and the concerned parties in schools. 
Questioning or accusing this kind of education would 
be seen as a step backward. It is strongly defended by 
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educational teams as both a principle of social integration 
and as base of national education.” (1) 

In this context, Antoine Prost noted that he has presented 
many justifications to demonstrate that coeducation is the 
best environment for students in classes and that teaching 
in mixed classes is more exiting and interesting for 
teachers and, for parents, it is more capable of granting 
“civilization blessings” for girls and boys. 

If most Westerners, teachers, students and their 
parents support coeducation and consider the different 
physical features between males and females are but a 
social myth generated by upbringing, they have in mind 
that the principle of gender equality is the reason of two 
strange phenomena: the first one is a mixture of concept 
where equality is synonymous to non-distinction between 
girls and boys. This was seen in the current feminism 
phenomenon of some men in their appearance and 
expression of their feelings. 

The other one is the exacerbation of the characteristics 
of each sex, because while being required to become 
like the other on behalf of the sacrosanct equality 
indiscriminately, he or she must remain oneself. This 
pressure is seen particularly among girls, who, from the 
early years of childhood, develop a kind of affection with 
males. As a result, they start looking for a lover at the 
kindergarten and an amour in secondary school. We all 
know the cases of very brilliant male and female students 
who turned stupid because of a short-lived love for which 
they sacrifice a bright future and a moral dignity. 

(1) http://www.senat.fr/rap/r03-263/r03-263.html 
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Reality of Islam in the Relations Between Men and 
Women: 

Contrary to what its opponents may allege, the Islamic 
sharia has no murderous or heartless tendency. There is 
nothing better able to develop a man’s capabilities than 
this sharia. Women’s inferiority vis-a-vis man is not 
mentioned in the holy Qur’an. Man was granted authority 
over the family and over woman in legal testimony, as 
women generally may not be heavily involved with or 
experienced in business transactions. 

In worshipping, men and women are equal. They are 
both requested to seek knowledge. 

Ensuring this harmony, God decreed the separation 
between the two sexes. This separation is not absolute or 
eternal but depends about the degree of kinship. This is 
because Islam wants to preserve the social system from 
collapsing. This system is even applied when the two sexes 
are still young before they reach the stage of adolescence. 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said “Order your children 
to pray at the age of seven, beat them [lightly] if they 
do not do so by the age of ten and separate them in 
their bedding.” 

Narrated Abdullah Ibn Abass: ‘Al-Fadl bin Abbas rode 
behind Allah’s Messenger on the 10th day of the month 
of Dhul-Hijjah. In the meantime, a woman from the tribe 
of Khath’am came to ask the Prophet a question. Al-Fadl 
started looking at her [and] the Prophet held his hands 
backwards and caught the chin of Al-Fadl and turned his 
face (to the other side) in order that he should not gaze at 
her. 
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